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Pope: tree, cheche 
inspire all to love 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - God did not 
come to the world with arro
gance to impose his might; 
he offered his powerful love 
through a fragile child, Pope 
Francis said. 

The Christmas tree and Na
tivity scene are reminders of 
this mystery of the Incarna
tion and they both carry "a 
message of light, hope and 
love," the pope said Dec. 19, 
meeting the people who do
nated the centerpieces of the 
Vatican Christmas decora
tions . 

The pope highlighted the 

BISHOP ON PILGRIMAGE 
Bishop LaValley, Father 
Douglas Lucia and Father 
Jay Seymour took part in an 
Advent pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land Nov. 30 to Dec.11. 
The bishop writes about the 
experience in this week's 
"Follow Me" column 
FUll STORY, PAGE 3 

No paper next week 
The next issue of the North 

Country Catholic will be dated 

Jan. 7, 2015. Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year from the NCC 

Around the Diocese 
PAGE 14 

importance of the Christmas 
creche and tree for Chris
tians, as they are a sign of 
how "God made man to save 
us and the light that Jesus 
brought to the world with his 
birth." 

But the Nativity scene and 
Christmas tree touch the 
hearts of everyone, "even 
those who do not believe be
cause they speak of frater
nity, intimacy and 
friendship, calling all people 
of our time to rediscover the 
beauty of simplicity, sharing 
and solidarity," he said. 

A joy-filled 
retired 
monsignor 

AsCathdKs i1 theDkxEseofOgdenllug Jre' 
paretodmatetothePriests'Retiremenl: Fund 
thrru~theirparishChristmascdlections,Msgr. 
.Joseph ruroilll'llectEd on the~hehas 
kooMldlJinghis59yearsorpriesthood. 

FULL STORY, PAGE 5 
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BISHOP LAVALLEY'S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

Rejoice that God has come into our world 
"How beautiful upon the mountains 

Are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
Who brings good news, 

Who announces salvation, 
Who says to Zion, 'Your God reigns. '" (Isaiah 52: 7) 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
We join the watchmen of ancient Israel and sing for joy at our 

Savior's coming. Today we celebrate our belief that, because God 
took on human flesh, every person is made holy. In that stable 
in Bethlehem, the sacred and the profane have come together. 
Through God's physical entrance into our time and world, even 
time itself and everything on earth are made holy, are sanctified. 

The Church of Ogdensburg has embarked upon a focused jour
ney of holiness. We have encountered the God-Child in the sta
ble and, like the watchmen and then the shepherds of that 
holiest of nights, we now go out into the streets and onto our 
country roads, with a message like none other, a message our 
troubled hearts and fractured world yearns to hear: Find your 
home in Christ: Renew Faith, Nurture Hope, Discover Love . 

Especially on Christmas, we shouldn't forget that too many 
families are homeless. Many do not know Christ. For some, faith, 
hope, love--holiness are pipedreams. But we insist that every
thing has changed! We rejoice that God has come into our world, 

in human flesh, and that has made all the difference. The Christ
mas message we proclaim is born of a vision that sees Christ in 
every person: particularly the poor and suffering, the persecuted 
and forgotten. 

Christmas is the festival of God's infinite love and mercy, the 
festival of tomorrow's possibilities, the festival of our salvation
truly a time of hope for all people . Today, in spite of the dark
ness that envelops so much of our world, we are not resigned to 
hopelessness or despair. No. Proof of God's hope for the world 
can be found in the One who wore swaddling clothes in a manger 
and later a loin cloth on a cross. God has rescued us from the 
power of darkness. That's the message for every ear to hear and 
every heart to embrace. 

This Christmas, may the Christ Child bring you and your loved 
ones the Gift of Love, the Blessing of Hope and the Promise of 
Peace. A blessed Christmas and joy-filled New Year! 

Faithfullyyours in Christ, 

Mast ReverendTeny RLaValley 
Bishop of Ogdensburg 

My Christmas story: the story of William 
My Christmas story never 

changes. I have told it so often 
yet, I never get tired of it. 
When I think of the Birth of 
Christ each year, I think of the 
day I was at William's birth. It 
was truly the most exciting day 
of my life. It was 17 year ago, 
but seems like yesterday. 

I was so pleased when Susan 
and Paul, my niece and 
nephew, invited me to be with 
them at the birth of their sec
ond child. I was then at St. 
Mary's, Ticonderoga, and when 
I received the call that some
thing was happening in Syra
cuse, I took right off. I 
probably set a new record in 
getting there but I wasn't going 
to miss this day. 

I got there before they had 
left for the hospital. As it 
turned out, I was to be their 
only escort that night as the 
grandparents were not able to 
be there. We sat around for a 
while and finally, Susan said it 
was time. I noticed during the 
evening that definitely the 
mother was always in charge. 

Off we went to St. joseph's 
Hospital and they checked in. 
I did overhear one of the 
nurses commenting to another 
- "Why they've brought their 

'Father Bill Say-;~'" ~ 

'''1 I,l' 
'\. 

tipastor22@gmail.com 

Fr. William G. i\lucnch 

own priest." I did let her know 
that I was simply a spectator. 

Susan decided to take a walk 
and then announced it was 
time. The doctor and nurses 
got busy preparing everything. 
I was parked over to the side -
a nurse did come over to stand 
by me. She said she would 
guide me through what was 
happening. Actually, I was cer
tain she wanted to make cer
tain I didn't do anything 
outrageous. I was so caught 
up in the moment - I simply 
didn't move at all. 

All sorts of activity began to 
happen but there was a real 
spirit of love that filled that 
room. I was truly transformed 
watching this young woman 
with her husband at her side 
bringing this child into the 
world. I must admit I don't re
member any of the details as I 
was so absorbed in all that was 
happening. 

Someone asked me if I was 
saying prayers and I must 
admit that I was so absorbed 
that I didn't think of any 
prayers to say. I just watched. 
I think God knew I was trusting 
him to take care that good 
things were happening. 

After the baby was born and 
the nurses did all they were to 
do, I was allowed to hold this 
child now a tall high school 
senior. At that time, I did re
member to offer a blessing and 
prayer for his future. I remem
ber well that it was a special 
moment listening to this little 
heart beating and feeling the 
deep breaths as this child 
joined us in this world. It was a 
special moment for me - as I 
think back it was an exciting 
moment in this priest's life. 

After Susan was settled in a 
room, Paul and I headed home. 
It was a good time for a late 
night cup of coffee at one of 
those all night places. This be
came a fascinating time for me 
-listening and talking about 
hopes and dreams. 

So each year as I repaper to 
celebrate Christmas, the Birth 
of the Savior, I remember and 
celebrate William's birth. I re
member well holding that new 

born baby almost in the palm 
of my hand. As I think of the 
Christ Child, I recall that jesus 
came to this world to be our 
Lord and Savior - to save this 
human race - was as tiny at his 
birth as this new born baby 
that I held that night of 
William's birth. jesus came to 
experience being part of our 
human race, even experience 
that vulnerable moment of 
being a tiny new born. 

Christmas is a more mean
ingful experience for me be
cause I was allowed to be with 
Susan and Paul that night. I 
understand so much more the 
Incarnation of Our Lord. Truly 
the amazing moment of birth -
a child coming into the joy and 
peace and love of a family. 

So, this is my Christmas 
story. I have told it over and 
over again but it always seems 
new to me. It give me that feel
ing I know so much more of 
what that first Christmas was 
like. My sincere wishes to you 
all - and to your families - for a 
Happy and Peaceful Christmas. 
As you remember the Birth of 
the Christ Child may your fam
ily be filled with the peace and 
joy that jesus brought to our 
world. 
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FOLLOW ME 

Where faith has its deepest roots 
By Bishop Terry R.laValley 

I always considered my
self somewhat of a home
body. I enjoy familiar 
surroundings, spending 
time with family and 
friends . I'm not excited 
about air travel. 

So, when I decided to par
ticipate in a pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land this Advent, I 
knew that I was stepping 
out of my personal comfort 
zone. 

Our tour gUide, Christo
pher Cross, a native of Aus
able Forks, led two of my 
sisters, their husbands, Fa
ther Doug Lucia, Father jay 
Seymour, myself and a 
dozen other pilgrims on a 
journey of a lifetime. 

I went to the Holy Land 
because it is the place 
where my faith has its deep
est roots. Here were the 
places where God Himself 
was born, lived, suffered, 
died, and rose again. 

I had spoken to many 
priests, religious, and faith
filled lay women and men 
who have made this jour
ney. Its impact on them was 
profound. I wanted to share 
in that experience because, 
as Pope Benedict XVI and 
Pope Francis have insisted: 
faith is not about concepts 
but about a personal en
counter with jesus Christ. 

Since my return, many 
have asked: "What was your 
favorite part of the pilgrim
age7" 

Every location spoke to 
my heart in a new and 
uniquely powerful way. I 
find it very difficult to select 
one location over the other. 
However, as I reflected on 
the pilgrimage as a whole, I 
was touched by the great 
devotion of the Muslim peo
ple to Allah as throughout 
the day we heard the call to 
prayer echo throughout the 
cities and villages. 

We saw beautiful mosques 
and experienced a wonder
ful friendliness with the 
Palestinians whom we met. 
(They even convinced this 

PHOTO SUPPLIED 

pers of three gods. 
We saw new jewish settle

ments being built that con
tinue to squeeze 
Palestinians out of their 
homes and livelihoods. 

We stood beside signs that 
warned us of minefields just 
a step away. We frequently 
heard popping sounds over 
the ancient city of 
jerusalem. We were told 
that they were not gunshots 
or bombs, but the sound of 
firecrackers thrown by 
Palestinians at Israeli sol
diers. 

We saw balloons carrying 
cameras floating over 
jerusalem keeping an eye 
on East jerusalem. 

As it has for thousands of 
years, this place where the 
Prince of Peace dwelt among 
us continues to experience 
unease and tension. 

Bishop laValley, Father Douglas Lucia and Father Jay Seymour celebrate Mass a the Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth Dec. 6 
during their Advent pilgrimage to the Holy land. The bishop said:1 wenttothe Ho~ land because it is the piacewhere myfaith has its 
deepest roots. Here were the piaceswhere God Hirnselfwasbom,lived,suffered,died,and rose again:' 

I don't pretend to compre
hend all the historical com
plexities of the troubling 
relations among some 
Christians, jews and 
Moslems. However, as I re
turn to the United States 
and the Diocese of Ogdens
burg, this pilgrim is grateful 
for the peace we take so 
much for granted and am 
convinced that as we each 
encounter jesus even more 
closely through prayer, acts 
of charity and works of jus
tice, we become more hope
filled because the Prince of 
Peace leads and feeds us. 

shepherd to ride a camel! 
My two priest companions 
were less convinced that 
this was a good idea.) 

In the jewish people I wit
nessed a tremendous seri
ousness and discipline 
about their faith-whether it 
was on the airplane, at the 
Wailing Wall or on the 
streets. 

The phylacteries, 
strapped arms, prayer 
shawls, dietary laws and 
strict Sabbath observance 
spoke loudly of their faith
fulness to the Torah and 
their identification as the 
Chosen People. 

Among the Christian pil
grims, we saw many of the 
faithful participating in 
early morning (5:30, 6:00, 
and 6:30am) Masses. The 
pilgrims were prostrate, 
knelt on and kissed cen
turies-old sacred places in 
veneration of the Divine 
presence. Young and old, 
Eastern, Orthodox and Latin 
Catholics, chanted, lit can-

dies and praised God. 
We visited an orphanage 

in jerusalem which was 
home for some 500 individ
uals: young children (in
cluding 99 from Ethiopia), 
youth and adults. 

Six Daughters of Charity 
of St. Vincent de Paul oper
ated this loving Christian 
outreach to these beautiful 
and most vulnerable chil
dren of God. These sisters 
were beaming with joy 
when we visited them on 
the last day of our pilgrim
age-what an appropriate 
way to conclude our travels. 

These sisters exuded for 
all to see their own personal 
encounter with Christ. 

While the Holy Land 
boasts no geographic bor
ders, for thousands of 
years, it has been consid
ered sacred ground to these 
three major monotheistic 
faiths of the world: Islam, 
judaism, and Christianity. 

Suspicion, terror, and vio
lence have been no stranger 

to this part of the world 
since the time records have 
been kept. 

Here, in the very cradle of 
these great religions, in
stead of peace and toler
ance, division and tension 
was sadly evident. 

For instance , a Christian 
who stepped over a particu
lar line in the worship space 
at the Holy Sepulchre or 
who sang at Mass at that 
Holy Site could cause a 
major incident with another 
Christian of another rite. 

The division among Chris
tians continues to scandal
ize the world . 

We saw a two-story high 
banner in a town square in 
Nazareth that attacked the 
Christian creed and charged 
Christians as being worship-

I know that my fellow pil
grims and I have had our 
comfort zones stretched 
and our faith strengthened 
profoundly. 

Yes, our world yearns for 
the Peace that was born in 
that part of our world that 
blessed night so long ago . 

Our fractured world 
yearns to hear: "Find your 
home in Christ: Renew 
Faith, Nurture Hope, Dis
cover Love." 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
Visit our website www.northcountrycatholic.org to subscribe 

online by clicking on "Subscribe by Credit Card", top right corner 
or call our office at 315-608-7556 to subscribe by phone 
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PREPARING FOR THE PAGEANT 

PHOTO SUPPLIED 
The first graders atSt.Mary's School in TIconderoga are shown during dress rehearsal for the school's annual 

Christmas program. The program will be presented at First United Methodist Church in TIconderoga this year, 
due to the fire that destroyed the school in September. 

A NORTH COUNTRY VOICE OF FAITH 

The Spirit of Christmas: the spirit of giving 
By lenka Walldroff 
Parishioner, St.John the Evangelist Church, la
Fargeville 

What has always as
tounded me about the 
Christmas season is how 
one event can be celebrated 
in so many different ways 
around the world. 

While in the United States 
we celebrate the birth of 
Christ with presents deliv
ered by Santa Claus on 
Christmas Day, children in 
the Netherlands are given 
gifts by Saint Nicholas on 
December 5. 

In Greece and Cyprus, it is 
Saint Basil who delivers 
presents on january 1. In 
Spain, children exchange 
presents with the Three 

Wise Men on january 6. 
In Southern Italy it is not a 

saint at all, but a witch 
named Befana who distrib
utes presents to children. 
According to legend, Befana 
was told of Christ's birth 
and in her haste to Bethle
hem, lost sight of the Shep
ard's star. Ever since, she 
has wandered in search of 
the baby jesus and leaves a 
present with each sleeping 
child on Christmas night in 
case the child is Christ. 

My favorite international 
Christmas tradition, how
ever, comes from the Czech 
Republic where it is the 
baby jesus who delivers 
presents to children and 
families on Christmas Eve. 

The idea of jesus deliver
ing presents to the world 

"Family owned dealership serving the 
North Country for over 56 years!" 

For more information, visit our Website 
at: www.barstowmotors.com 

MARKET ST .• POTSDAM. NY • (315) 265-8800 

gently brings the reality of 
the Christmas season back 
home. 

The Spirit of Christmas is 
the spirit of giving. Our 
ever-increasing secular and 
commercial culture inter
prets this giving to mean 
the giving of physical gifts. 

There has been much said 
in recent years about the 
commercialization of Christ
mas, specifically how we 
have allowed presents- once 
merely a symbol of the 
spirit of Christmas- to be
come the season's main at
traction. 

My parish priest delivered 
a wonderful homily recently 
on the subject of spiritual 
poverty, and one of his in
sights was that a symptom 
of spiritual poverty is blind
ness and deafness. 

Spiritually poor people 
walk through the world not 
seeing or hearing what is 
real, because they believe in 
the farce of commercialism 

~ 
"""51 CULA UIiU""SBURIi'BunURS 

~ '" 

and the glamour of material
ism. A glum prognosis, in
deed, but the good news is 
that Christ has been known 
to heal those kinds of afflic
tions. 

Greater than the latest 
gadget, diamond jewelry, or 
whatever other gift ideas ad
vertising executives can 
dream up, nothing beats the 
gift of Christ. 

jesus was not only God's 
gift to us, but a gift that 
spent His human life giving 
in turn. 

Christ's life was sur
rounded by generosity from 
the very beginning: God was 
generous when He gave us 
His only Son, the Three Wise 
Men gave generous gifts to 
Christ and Christ's generos
ity abounded as he walked 
the earth healing people, 
loving the unlovable, dis
tributing forgiveness and 
hope of reconciliation with 
God, and ultimately, re
demption. 

Even while He was dying 
on the cross, jesus was min
istering and giving. 

It is this giving that we are 
called to emulate as follow
ers of Christ. We are asked 
to give not only of our mate
rial possessions during 

Christmas, but also of our
selves - and not just during 
Christmas, but every day. 

That is what the season 
means to me. 

As we embark into a new 
liturgical cycle and calendar 
year with the celebration of 
Christ's birth, I'll be looking 
for opportunities to grow 
and to become a little more 
Christ-like; to assess my life 
and see in what areas I can 
become a little more like 
jesus. 

Where can I be more gen
erous? 

Where can I be more lov
ing? 

The Christmas Season in
spires the world with the 
spirit of giving; the goal is 
to carry that inspiration 
with us throughout the year, 
helping those in need and 
doing good- long after the 
Christmas cookies have 
been eaten and the last of 
the decorations packed 
away. 

Christmas is an invitation 
to give of ourselves, to grow 
in love, and to grow in God. 

Merry Christmas to all, 
and may God bless you and 
your family abundantly with 
good health and joy in the 
coming year! 
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Msgr. Joseph G. Aubin looks back on 59 years of priesthood 

A life of great joy 
By Shan Moore 
Staff Writer 

PLATTSBURGH - joy. 
Msgr. joseph Aubin uses the word often, describ

ing the many gifts given to him in his long life. 
Among the first was St. Boniface Parish in 

Rochester, where he made his first sacraments, 
and where, he said, "it was almost expected you 
would become a priest." 

The monsignor was among seven ordained 
priests in just two years from the German parish. 

"And we all grew up together," he said, sitting in 
his comfortable apartment in St. Peter's Church 
Rectory in Plattsburgh. 

Family 
The family of parish and priesthood counted 

much to the young man, who at age five lost his 
father to a car accident and then, two decades 
later, his mother in the same way, just weeks be
fore his ordination. 

"(But) a priest is never without a family," he said. 
He chuckled over how, some 60 years later, that 

hasn't changed. 
A recent fall in the church left Msgr. Aubin with 

a broken right hand, which, he noted, impeded 
both writing and holding a coffee cup. 

St. Peter's pastor, Msgr. Dennis Duprey, he said, 
"makes sure I don't do anything I'm not supposed 
to do." 

Stability 
Except for a couple of years at St. Alphonsus in 

Tupper Lake when he was first ordained, Msgr. 
Aubin has served only in Clinton County - for a 
total 58 years. 

That's an accomplishment that also brings a 
twinkle to his eye, for, to one superior early on, he 
didn't have an auspicious start. 

Msgr. Aubin had entered a religious order but 
stayed just eight weeks before asking the bishop 
of Rochester if he could go to seminary. 

"To go from one thing to another," he remembers 
the bishop telling him, "is a sign of instability." 

The young man was allowed to attend seminary 
there for two years, however, then completed his 
studies in the Diocese of Ogdensburg. 

"I think I've proved my stability," Msgr. Aubin 
noted. 

Christmas collection -for retired priests 

Proceeds from the Christmas collection in parishes of the 
diocese help to support the retired priests of the North 
Country. Currently the Priests Retirement Find provides 
benefits for 46 priests of the diocese. 

PHOTO BY SHAN MOORE 
Msgr.Joseph Aubin at home in his private apartment at St. Peter's 
Church in Plattsburgh. Retired for 15 years, he still assists however he 
can at the parish. 

So much faith 
Msgr. Aubin was assistant pastor and later pas

tor at Our Lady of Victory in Plattsburgh, pastor at 
St. Louis of France in Sciota, St. Alexander's in Mor
risonville, and, before his retirement, St. john the 
Baptist Church and the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception in Keeseville for 11 years . 

That posting brought his greatest joy as pastor. 
"I've never seen a community with such faith," 

he said. 

The first Mass he celebrated was a daily one, and 
he assumed the large crowd that showed up was 
just curious about the new pastor. 

''The next day, it was the same," he said. "Every 
day, there was always a good group of people -
40,50. 

"And all the societies were so active. 
"I was there long enough to really absorb the 

spirit of that town." 
And he welcomed invitations to fill in on week

ends after he retired. 

170 babies 
The first time the monsignor was assigned to 

Our Lady of Victory, he was given a task he was not 
sure he was qualified to take on - setting up and 
directing the Catholic Charities office in Platts
burgh. 

He voiced his concerns, he said, but was told: 
"When the bishop asks you to do something. " 

His work on the adoption side of the agency, 
which opened in 1958, became a source of 
tremendous joy. 

"I placed 170 children," said Msgr. Aubin, who 
was Catholic Charities director for 11 years. 

''There was a great stigma of being an unwed 
mother. Our job was to care for them in dignity 
and safety and complete secrecy." 

The young women were sent to centers where 
they delivered their babies, and the monsignor 
and Catholic Charities staff labored over place
ment of the infants. 

"It was always a shared decision," he said. "We 
got together, and we prayed over it." 

And when the time arrived to give a baby over 
to the new parents, he said, "it was a great day of 
festivity in the office." 

The counseling side of the agency was expertly 
handled by Sisters of the Sacred Heart of jesus, he 
said. 

Keeping active 
In his retirement years, Msgr. Aubin serves in 

whatever capacity he is needed. 
For the first decade, he filled in for parish priests 

on 20 weekends or more a year - often at St. 
Patrick's in Rouses Point, St. joseph's in Coop
ersville and St. Elizabeth's in Elizabethtown; he 
even traveled as far as Old Forge from time to 
time. 

Now, with less mobility than in his younger 
years, he helps out at St. Peter's, hearing confes
sions, celebrating Masses. 

Also living at the rectory in retirement is Father 
Patrick Mundy, who later directed Catholic Chari
ties in Plattsburgh, Msgr. Aubin noted. 

"You keep yourself busy, active, but not have the 
responsibility of the parish," he summed up his 
life these days. "That's the joy of retirement. 
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Bishop names dean 
for Essex Deanery 

Bishop Terry R. LaValley 
has appointed Fa
ther Albert J. Hauser, 
pastor of the 
Catholic Community 
of Moriah, dean of 
Essex Deanery. 

Father 

retary from 1983 until 1988 
when he went to 
Rome for advances 
studies in biblical the
ology. 

He was a member of 
the faculty of Wad
hams Hall Seminary 
College from 1990 to 
2002 and vice-presi
dent at the time of its 
closing. 

He replaces Father 
Richard S. Sturtz 
who retired as pas
tor of Schroon Lake 
and Ogdensburg and 
moved to Ogdens
burg. 

Hauser He served as associ
ate pastor and pastor 
of St. Lawrence 

Church in Louisville from 
1992 through 1995. 

Father Hauser, a 
Rochester native, was born 
July 5, 1953. He graduated 
from LeMoyne College in 
Syracuse and studied for the 
priesthood at Christ the King 
Seminary in East Aurora, NY. 

He was ordained to the 
priesthood May 2, 1981 by 
Bishop Stanislaus]. Brzana. 

Father Hauser has been a 
parochial vicar at St. Patrick's 
in Watertown and Notre 
Dame in Ogdensburg. He 
also served as associate 
chancellor and bishop's sec-

From 2002 to 2006, he was 
pastor of Our Lady of Victory 
in Plattsburgh and St. Mary's 
of the Lake in Cumberland 
Head. He was also been pas
tor in Morristown, Hammond 
and Rossie from 2002 to 
2006 and again from 2010 to 
2012 . 

Father Hauser has also 
served the diocese as direc
tor of the Department of 
Worship. 

~~~!P~~~A~~~:rS 
~ ( - PRAYER SUGGESTI ON 

~ 
Eternal Father, Mass 
we li ft up to you these Rosary 
and all the priests of the world. Fasting 

~ 
Sanctify them Day Offeri ng 
I-lea l and gu ide them. Eucharistic Adoration ~'cl11 U9ry 

~ ~~i;J;~~,,> ;:::~2~~' 
OGDENSBURG, NY 

~ WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

;..:a F., m"".pi" wd" •• , 1 3 
Diocese of Ogdensburg BIS HO P REV. REV 
PO Box 369 TERRYR. PHI LI P T. AN D REW = Ogde~sburg. NY 13669 LAVALLEY ALLEN J. AMYOT 

f-t 
M SGIl 4 ~,E~RRE 5 MSGR. 6 REV. 7 8 REV 9 REV. 1 C 
JOSEPH AU BIN ROBERT H . SCOTT A. OUR PETER M . PAUL V 
G. AU BIN MSC A UCO I N BELI NA PASTOR BERG BEYETTE 

Z REV 11 REV 1L REV 1 REV 14 15 BENE Dl J T6 REV. 1/ 

O 
G ILBERT 0 T IMOTH Y HRI STQI' H ER GERALD A PO PE XVI PO PE TOIO 
BO ISVERT G. CANAAN . CARRARA CERANK FRANCIS EMERITUS C H ACKO 

~ REV. 18 REV. 19 ~~UGlAil REV. L1 n REV. 23 REV. 24 
D ANIEL MARTI N E. G JO HN J RET IRED NORNI.AND LAWRENCE E. 
C H API N C LI N E COMSTOCK COSM IC PRI ESTS C. COTE COTfER 

~ REV. 25 REV. 26 REV. 27 REV. L t 29 ~~~IDJl REV. 31 
RO BERT L. TH EODO RE DOUGLAS ROBERT L. DECEASED D ELUCA GARVIN L. 
COTfER A. CROS BY A. D ECKER DEC KER PRIESTS MSC D EMARAIS 

..... For morc III ommllon visit liS online at: www.mprpaposlO latc 

..... A donation to help support THE MONTHL I' PRA I'ER REOUEST FOR PRIESTS will be apprcci:ncd. 

'I:...... ·11~eMl?nthly PrayerRcqucstfor ~",<>c.,..."o(o.J<t,,,,.rn,,,, t! et 
~ PncslS tS graciously underwritten by: \2'J' Voc.~tl<"" So;;;."ty www.myvoq 01).1) 

Bishop's Schedule 

Dec. 24 - 4 p.m. Mass at St. Mary's 
Cathedral 

Dec.25 - 12 a.m., Christmas Vigil 
Midnight Mass at St. Mary's Cathedral 

9 a.m .. , Christmas Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 

Dec. 28 - 8 a.m., Mass at St. Mary's 
Cathedral 

Dec. 30 -12:00 p.m.,Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral followed by lunch
eon with the Seminarians of the Dio
cese of Ogdensburg at the Bishop's 
Residence in Ogdensburg 

Dec.31- 4 p.m., Mass at St.Mary's 
Cathedral 

Jan. 2 - Noon - Mass at St. Mary's 
Cathedral 

Jan.4 -l1am ,Mass at SUoseph's 
Home in Ogdensburg 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Diocesan Central Offices will be 
closed in observance of Christmas be
ginning 1 :30 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 
23 and will re-open for business on 
Friday, Dec.26 at 8:15 am. 

To Report Abuse 

If you have a complaint of suspected 
misconduct involving diocesan 
clergy, religious, employees or volun
teers, contact Victims Assistance Co
ordinator, Terrianne Yanulavich, Adult 
& Youth Counseling Services of 
Northern New York, PO Box 2446, 
Plattsburgh, NY, 12901; e-mail:terri
anneyanulavich@yahoo.com Phone: 
518-483-3261 ;or Father James Sey
mour, the Episcopal Vicarfor Clergy 
at 315-393-2920 ,ext. 1340 

I~I MALONE OFFICE 
PRODUCTS 

Dean Lamica 
Sales Representative 
333 West Main St. , Malone 

1-800-894-6626 
518-483-6600 

Rest in Peace 

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen men who have served 
in the Diocese of Ogdensburg 

Dec. 25 - Rev. Patrick Lyons, 1911; 
Rev. Oswald L. Bentley, 1940 
Dec. 26 - Rev. Aloysius Hyacinth 
McMahon, 1936 
Dec. 27 - Rev. Hollis David Burns, 
1936; Rev. Henry Gilbeau, OJ. M.Conv., 
1978; Rev. Wilfred L. DeRoche, 2013 
Dec. 28 - Rev. Nicolaus Burtin, O.M.I., 
1902; Msgr.John M.Waterhouse, 
1995; Rev. Eugene J. Beaudet, 2004; 
Rev. Howard P. McCasland, 2010 
Dec.29- Rev.John A.Mullen, 1887 
Dec. 30 - Rev.Jean Baptiste 
Lemercier, 1863; Rev.Sam D'Angelo, 
O.S.A., 1961; Deacon Victor Demers, 
2003 
Dec.31- Rev.Joseph Butler, 1894; 
Rev. Benedict Granottier, 1930; Msgr. 
Clarence A.Kitts, 1949 
Jan.l - Rev. Earl Leo Taylor, 1974 
Jan.2 - Rev. Henry William McFad
den, 1978; Deacon Robert J. LeClair, 
2009 
Jan.3 - Rev. A.J. M. Viau, 1966; Rev, 
Hilary Neal,O.P., 1986 
Jan.4- Rev.James Edwin O'Haire, 
1877; Rev. Michael Walsh, M.S.C, 
1977; Rev. Charles E. Chase, 2011 
Jan.5 - Rev. Louis Lebrett, O.M.I., 
1903; Msgr. Dennis E.Lynch, 1979; Rev. 
Raoul J. Poirier, M.Afr., 1997 
Jan.6 - Rev.James Dennis Phalon, 
1974; Deacon George W. Carroll, 1994; 
Rev. Benoit Dostie, M.S.C., 2007 

Protecting God's Children 
The Diocese of Ogdensburg has 
scheduled sessions for Protecting 
God's Children for Adults. Pre-regis
tration online is required in order to 
participate. Participants may pre
register at www.virtus.org by se
lecting the registration button and 
following the directions. All em
ployees and volunteers who partici
pate in church sponsored activities 
with minor are required to partici
pate in this training. Further infor
mation is available from Atonement 
Sister Ellen Donahue, 315-393-
2920, ext. 1440. 
Upcoming programs: 
Jan.22- 8 p.m., SUNY Potsdam 

DEC. 24, 2014 

Environmental Stewardship 

Joy to the Earth 
'Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills 

and plains, repeat the sounding joy .. 

Joy to the World (Vs. 2) 
"0 holy night, the stars are brightly 

shining ... 
o Holy Night 

o morning stars, together proclaim 
the holy birth, and praises sing to God 
the King, and peace to men on earth. " 

o Little Town of Bethlehem 
Even in our Christmas carols the 

very elements of creation from which 
the Child Jesus was made in the womb 
ofMary,join in rejoicing at the pres
ence oftheir Creator made flesh . As we 
contemplate this Mystery, we begin to 
see this presence and peace of the Di
vine everywhere. 

"By his incarnation' (the Christ) in
serted himself not just into our hu
manity, but into the universe which 
supports humanity. The presence of 
the Incarnate Word . . . shines at the 
heart of all things."Teilhard de 
Chardin) We care forthe earth be
cause we are part of it and because 
God's presence makes it sacred. Hu
mans are not on earth but are of 
earth, inseparably part of it. 

As we listen to the Words of Sacred 
Scripture this Christmas and sing our 
Christmas carols, let us be amazed at 
the wonders of Creation that share in 
this Feast. ... the brilliant stars, the 
gentle snowflakes, the crisp air as well 
as the people who have seen a great 
light . . . 

Lord, help us to be mindful of Your 
Divine love that dwells within us and 
that invites us to give birth to Your 
love in new ways so that Your peace 
and joy may extend to the human 
community and the earth community 
as well. 

NO PAPER NEXT WEEK 

The next issue of the 
North Country Catholic 

Will be dated 
Jan.7,2015. 

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to all 

our readers. 
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Christmas blessings to all in our 
diocesan family 
~: .• 

From the NFP Office 

. Respect Life Office 
Diocese of Ogdensburg 

www.rcdony.org/pro- life 
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~~ ~~~ &f?MONASTERY CARD SHOP ·~S 
Cards for Ace Occasions 

'Mass 'Enro{{ments for your riving & deceased roved ones. 

Precious Blood Monastery 
OPEN: 9 AiVC - 5 PM 

SATURDAY 9 AM - 3 PM 
400 PRATT ST.) WATERTOWN 

315-788-1669 

ns faithful. 

At thi s specia l t ime of year, Fidelis Care w ishes you and your fam ily 

a Christmas fi lled w ith good health, peace, and joy. 

Through all seasons, we are proud to serve our members w ith the 

highest levels of integr ity, compass ion, and respect. 

We look forward to a new year of faithful commitment to our 

members, providers, community partners, and the residents across 

N ew York State who count on us for affordab le, qua lity care. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

from your friends at Fide li s Ca re. 

FIDELIS CARE® 

Fidelis Care is sponsored by the Diocesa n Bishops of New York State 

Call 1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220 
fideliscare.org 
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Conserving energy seen as way to live faith 
WATERTOWN - The Watertown 

Faith & Ecology Group 
hosted a workshop on the 
topic "Conserving Energy A 
Means of Living Our Faith" 
Nov. 18 at the Motherhouse 
of the Sisters of St. joseph 

The Rev. Dr. jerry Loch, D. 
Min, an energy auditor and 
Outreach Coordinator with a 
background in Christian 
Ethics, was the presenter. 

Dr. Loch spoke about how 

Thc DiocfteofQadensbU/'i 

NORTH COUNTRY 

CATHOLIC 
ison 

FACEBOOK 

IJ II 
• Find us 
• Like Us 

• Follow Us 
CJ Like 

we can live the Christian life 
and care for creation without 
losing our identity as follow
ers of God in Christ. 

The goal, he explained, is 
energy efficiency, that is, 
doing the same everyday 
things but using less energy 
in our homes'/churches' by 
using more energy efficient 
heating systems, windows, 
light bulbs, shower heads, 
refrigerators and cold water 
laundry detergents . 

Rev. Loch urged con
sumers to request a free 
home performance audit to 
identify ways to conserve en
ergy. 

He also mentioned several 
churches in the diocese 
where he conducted energy 
audits, including St. Patrick's 
in Watertown, Notre Dame in 
Malone, St. Augustine's in 
Peru, St. Vincent of Paul 
Church, Cape Vincent, 
among others. 

These audits assessment 
often resulted in discovering 
significant losses in heat and 
energy and offered multiple 
ways to remedy these losses 
and to reduce considerably 
the energy bills. If any group 
is interested in having Rev. 
Dr. Loch speak to a group on 
the value of conservation as 

$20,000 
Grand Prize $10,000 

2nd 5,000 
MAIL Donations to: Trinity Catholic School I 

188 Main Street· Massena, NY 13662. (315) 769-5911 I 

Name ____________________________ _ 
Address _____________ __ 

E-mai l __________________________ _ 
Donation Amount: ____________________ _ 
Telephone No. _L-J _________ _ 

I Trin ity Student ___________ _ 

. ____ Q ~I:a:e 3e~~ ~e ~h:. T~c~e~S~~s~ __ 

3rd 2,500 
4th 1,500 
5th 1,000 

SPONSORED BY: ~lJiJ@[}iJn@o~ 
Tickets are only a $10 donation. 
Drawing Date: January 11, 2015 

You do not need to be present to win. 
The winner is responsible for all taxes 

and must be 18 years of ages. 

a means of living the 
Catholic social teaching "car
ing for the creation, you may 

contact him at 
jECKL@twcny.rr.com or 315-
771 -1932 

During a presentation on "Conserving Energy A Means ofLiving Our Faith, Rev. Dr.Jerry 
Loch with the assistance of Veronica Lambert, a participant from Holy Family parish, 
demonstrates the significantly more energy used by conventional Christmas tree 
lights than by LED lights. 
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NAVE to perform 
Festival of 
Lessons & Carols 

The Northern Adirondack 
Vocal Ensemble will give two 
performances of a Festival of 
Lessons and Carols . An
thems, carols, and hymns il-
luminate the 
Christmas story 
along with commu
nity readers and con
gregational singing 
in the tradition of 
King's College, Cam
bridge: 

read the texts, which include 
passages from Genesis and 
the Gospels, as well as a con
temporary poem, "Annuncia
tion," by Denise Levertov. 

The audience is in
vited to join with the 
choir in congrega
tional singing accom
panied by University 
of Notre Dame organ
ist and Potsdam na
tive Benjamin A. 
Stone . • Dec. 27 at 7:30 

p.m. at st. Peter's 
Church in Platts
burgh Andrew 

Admission is a sug
gested donation of 
$10. Further informa
tion is available on • Dec. 28 at 4:00 

p.m. at St. Agnes 
Church in Lake Placid 

Benware 

NAVE, under the musical 
direction of Andrew M. Ben
ware, is a mixed chamber 
choir of professional and 
amateur singers who per
form choral music from a va
riety of periods and styles 
with harmonies of four to 
eight parts. 

NAVE's membership is in
dicative of its nomenclature, 
"Northern Adirondack," 
being comprised of member
ship from points in Clinton, 
Essex, and Franklin counties. 
Distinct from other choral 
groups in the region, NAVE is 
essentially an a cappella 
chamber choir focusing on 
the rich and historical reper
toire composed specifically 
for chamber choir unaccom
panied by instruments. 

NAVE's Festival of Lessons 
and Carols follows the tradi
tional model of those per
formed annually on 
Christmas Eve (since 1928) at 
King's College Chapel in 
Cambridge, England. 

The customary format is 
built around nine short Bible 
readings from the Old and 
New Testaments that trace 
the story of the fall of hu
manity and the promise of a 
Messiah to the birth of Jesus. 
Anthems, carols, and hymns 
are liberally interspersed 
throughout to musically illu
minate the narrative. 

Community members will 

Facebook or from 
drew.benware@gmail .com. 

Benware is currently the 
Director of Choral Activities 
at Saranac Lake High School, 
where he conducts the Festi
val Chorus, Concert ChOir, 
Men's Ensemble, Women's 
Ensemble, and teaches small 
group vocal instruction. 

Additionally, Benware has 
served as Lecturer in the 
field of Music Education at 
the Ithaca College School of 
Music in Ithaca, where he 
taught summer graduate 
courses in Band Methods as 
well as conducting the Sum
mer Graduate Choir and 
Band. 

Benware is active as a lec
turer and clinician, having 
recently presented at the 
NYSSMA Winter Conference 
in Rochester, and is in de
mand as a guest conductor 
for honors ensembles 
throughout New York State. 

He is also active as a per
former, taking part in the Up
state New York Chorus 
(UNYC) and as a church mu
sician, holding positions at 
both St. Bernard's and St. 
Agnes Catholic Churches in 
Saranac Lake and Lake Placid, 
respectively. 

He holds both a Bachelor 
of Music degree in Music Ed
ucation with a concentration 
on the Trumpet and a Master 
of Music degree in Choral 
Conducting from the Ithaca 
College School of Music. 

HOLIDAY IN BETHLEHEM 

SCHOOL PHOTO 
The students at Seton Academy perfonned the musical "Holiday in Bethlehem" on Wednesday, December 17. It is the story of 
innkeepers who had no room for Mary and Joseph on that first Christmas. Shown in the picture: (front row) Yamuna Turco as man
ager ofthe No Trust Inn, Olivia Kenney as Mary, Edward Bleeker as the Infant Jesus, and Gabriella Cote as manager of the Status Quo 
Inn. (Back Row) Emelia lemza as narrator, Gillian Boule as manager ofthe Care Less Inn, Maddy Lemza as manager of the Too Busy 
Inn,Olivia Barnett as manager of the Good Life Inn, Christina Maglione as manager ofthe Procrastination Inn,and Ally Gennain as 
manager of the Last Chance Inn. Acknowledging something of ourselves in all these make-believe characters can awaken in all of us 
the need to change and understand anew the real nature of Christ's coming to earth. This is our challenge! 

t 
From the Mission lands of Mongolia to your local street corner, 

let there be Peace be on Earth and Good Will toward man. 

-Merry Christmas from the Pontifical Mission Societies, Inc.
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SS}, Director & Molly McKee Ryan, Secretary 
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u.s. religious find report affirms their ministry 
By Denn~ Sadowski 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON (CNS) - U.S. women 
religious welcomed the con
ciliatory tone of a Vatican re
port on religious life and 
appreciated acknowledge
ment of the important min
istry that they practice day in 
and day out in the life of the 
church. 

They also said the report, 
released Dec. 16, opens a 
new beginning for women re
ligious, who have continued 
their work despite the ques
tions about the status of reli
gious life in the U.S. that 
were raised by the apostolic 
visitation process that ran 
from 2009 to 2012. 

''The positive tone and the 
clear affirmation found in 
the document gives us new 
energy to move on in our 
critical role for the sake of 
the mission of the church in 
the United States," said Sister 
Mary johnson, a member of 
the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur who is professor of 
sociology and religious stud
ies at Trinity Washington 

University. 
"I see great good coming 

out of this in that through 
the media, the laity and 
clergy and bishops will now 
have heightened under
standing of our way of life in 
the church and hopefully will 
help us respond to the yearn
ings of women who are inter
ested in religious life," she 
told Catholic News Service. 

Sister Nancy Conway, pres
ident of the Congregation of 
St. joseph, said she found 
the report offered "without 
negative judgment" and 
called it a "welcome ending" 
to the visitation. 

"Look at the use of the 
verbs in the report: We ask, 
we invite, we encourage, we 
urge," she said from Cleve
land. "I perceive this as a 
great shift in tone, for which 
I am very grateful. 

'Tm heartened by the tone. 
That's how colleagues work; 
we recognize each other's 
gifts," Sister Nancy added. 

Two organizations repre
senting women religious in 
the U.S. also welcomed the 
report, both saying that it re
flected positively on the dif-

ferent roles their members 
have assumed in the church. 

The positive tone and the 
clear affirmation found in 

the document gives us new 
energy to move on in our 
critical role for the sake of 
the mission of the church 

in the United States 

A statement from the 
Council of Major Superiors of 
Women Religious cited the 
words of Pope Francis in say
ing that the apostolic visita
tion "offered us a tangible 
opportunity to 'feel' along 
with the church," in ministry 
to others as well as in unity 
with the magisterium. 

''The final report acknowl
edges the fact of the 'widely 
diversified expressions of 
apostolic religious life' in the 
United States," and shows 
that "apostolic religious life 
is not dying in the United 
States," said the council, 
which represents about 20 
percent of the 51,000 U.S. 
women religious. 

The Catholic people of 
the Church of the Visitation, Noifolk, 
St Raymondrs Church, Raymondville, 
& St Andrewrs Church, Norwood 

together with Msgr. John Murphy 
& Father Andrew Amyot offer 

Christmas Greetings 
to our brothers and 

slsters In falth 
throughout the dlocese. 

Through the grace of God may 
this season brLng new joy, 

renewed hope, and the Peace 
ofChrLstforwhLch we aU long! 

''There is reason for hope. 
The same voice of love which 
called women to coura
geously and selflessly tend 
the poor, weak and young in 
the past is still calling young 
women today. It is the voice 
of jesus, and the experience 
of his personal love contin
ues to lead young women to 
our doors." 

The Leadership Confer
ence of Women Religious 
said in a statement that the 
organization was "pleased 
that the data, as well as the 
experiences, hopes and 
dreams shared during the 
on site visits resulted in an 
accurate report of both the 
blessings of U.S. women's re
ligious life as well as its chal
lenges." 

The statement said the re
port conveys "a good under
standing of the transitions 
that have occurred in reli
gious life since the Second 
Vatican Council" and was of
fered "without negative judg
ment or any facile solutions. 
Instead, the synthesis of data 
resulted in a realistic and ap
preciative account of 
women's religious life ." 

The report from the Con
gregation for Institutes of 
Consecrated Life and Soci
eties of Apostolic Life did not 
reference the findings of the 
doctrinal assessment of 
LWCR. After that assessment, 
the Vatican announced in 
2012 a major reform of that 
organization to ensure its fi 
delity to Catholic teaching in 
areas including abortion, eu
thanasia, women's ordina
tion and homosexuality. 

Cardinal Franc Rode, for
mer prefect of the congrega
tion for religious, ordered 
the visitation in December 
2008, saying its aim would 
be to study the community, 
prayer and apostolic life of 
the orders to learn why the 
number of religious women 
in the United States had de
clined so sharply since the 
1960s. 

A year into the study, Car
dinal Rode told Vatican Radio 
that the investigation was a 
response to concerns -- in
cluding some expressed by 
an unnamed "important rep
resentative of the U.S. 
church" -- regarding "some ir-

regularities or omissions in 
American religious life. Most 
of all, you could say, it in
volves a certain secular men
tality that has spread in 
these religious families and, 
perhaps, also a certain 'femi
nist' spirit." 

The visitation involved 
hundreds of visits with indi
vidual religious communities 
and offered them the oppor
tunity to explain various 
facets of religious life -- in
cluding prayer, community, 
service and ministry. 

For U.S. religious congrega
tions, the visitation process 
allowed members to examine 
prayer life, community life, 
ministry, vocation recruit
ment, formation practices 
and finances. The process, 
though, also caused many 
congregations to wonder 
what prompted the visita
tion, especially because 
many felt they were living up 
to the vision of Vatican II. 

"At the onset of the visita
tion, there was a great level 
of pain and frustration," Sis
ter Barb Smith, a U.S. mem
ber of the general council of 
the Adorers of the Blood of 
Christ, told CNS in Rome. "We 
found ourselves questioning 
why religious life would be at 
this threshold with the 
church when we believed 
that we were faithful to our 
congregational history and 
the call of Vatican II." 

Sister Barb said the 
wounded feelings remain. 

"I believe that we as reli
gious women were willing to 
face the struggles and the 
unknown path we were walk
ing. We were and are con
vinced that through it all we 
would not be diminished by 
this time of darkness but 
would remain credible wit
nesses of the Gospel," she 
said. 

"At the end of the visita
tion, as we reflected on our 
lived reality, it became 
clearer for us that we have 
responded to our charisms, 
to the signs of the times and 
to the many needs of God's 
'anawim' who live in the pe
riphery of much of society's 
awareness. This is the grace 
that has come forth from 
these dark and painful 
times." 
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CATHOLIC 
WORLD 
AT A GLANCE 

Pope Francis credited for urging U.S., Cuba to normalize relations 
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- Pope Francis personally appealed to President Barack 
Obama and Cuban President Raul Castro this year to encourage both leaders to 
normalize diplomatic relations, a senior Obama administration official said. 
Speaking on background, the official told reporters Dec.1? that the pope fol
lowed up the personal appeals with letters to the U.S. and Cuban leaders, en
couraging them to move forward on efforts to improve relations between the 
two countries. The pope's actions were part of a major diplomatic effort by the 
Vatican, which hosted direct talks between American and Cuban officials, the 
administration official said. "That (letter) gave greater impetus and momen
tum for us to move forward," the administration official said. Castro and 
Obama acknowledged in simultaneous addresses to their respective nations 
the role Pope Francis played in the talks. Pope Francis congratulated both gov
ernments for agreeing to establish diplomatic relations "with the aim of over
coming, in the interest of the citizens of both countries, the difficulties which 
have marked their recent history." 

Immigrants must be treated with mercy, says Archbishop Chaput 
PHILADELPHIA (CNS) -- Americans must treat all those in this country illegally 
"with the mercy and justice we expect for ourselves," said Philadelphia Arch
bishop Charles J. Chaput. "On this day that we honor Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
patroness of all of us who share this continent, we need to remember that the 
Holy Family too was once a family of immigrants and refugees," he wrote in a 
Dec. 12 column for the archdiocese's news website, Catholic Philly.com. He was 
among several prelates who took the occasion of the feast day to connect the 
image of Mary with immigrants. Archbishop Chaput said Mary's special place in 
the heart of the church, as "theotokos, the 'God-bearer," and a "witness of 
courage, humility and grace" has rightfully led to her being honored in many 
ways and by many titles, including Our Lady of Guadalupe, "patroness of Amer
ica, one continent north and south." ." 

Cardinal cuts ties with Priests for life, says reforms in group needed 
NEW YORK (CNS) -- New York Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan said he wants "noth
ing further to do" with Priests for Life, which has its headquarters on Staten Is
land, which is in the New York Archdiocese. Cardinal Dolan sa id he had been 
asked by the Vatican Congregation for the Clergy to assist its national director, 
Father Frank A. Pavone, with "several necessary reforms," but he said the priest 
has not cooperated. The changes have mostly to do with an audit and the need 
to establish an independent board "to provide oversight and accountability," 
according to Religion News Service and Catholic World News. Cardinal Dolan 
made the comments in a letter to his fellow U.S. bishops dated Nov. 20. The let
ter was not made public. But Catholic World News obtained a copy and re
ported on it in a story posted on CatholicCulture.org. "Although Father Pavone 
initially assured me of his support, he did not cooperate," Cardinal Dolan wrote. 
In a statement sent to Catholic News Service Dec. 16, Priests for Life said it is 
"working with the Vatican to fully implement all the church's expectations. The 
Vatican has been consistently supportive and favorable toward Priests for Life, 
which is an international private association of the faithful." It also said the 
issue was "about control," not financial accountability. Priests for Life was 
founded in California in 1991 "to train, motivate and encourage priests to ef
fectively advance the Gospel of life." 

Christmas is a sign that 
God works in history to 
save people, pope says 

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - God acts in 
history to save his people, at 
times even testing them, 
rather than simply making 
them in a petri dish and sav
ing them "aseptically, in a 
laboratory," Pope Francis 
said. 

"If we aren't clear on this, 
we will never understand 
Christmas, we will never un
derstand the incarnation of 
the Word. Never," he said 
Dec. 18 during the early 
morning Mass in the chapel 
of his residence. 

Throughout history, the 
pope said, God has chosen 
special people to lead others 
to him, people like Abraham, 
Moses and Elijah. Being cho
sen, he said, was not always 
the nicest thing that could 
happen to a person, because 
it brought "dark moments, 
uncomfortable moments, 
moments that annoyed 
them." 

Like them, "the Lord both
ers us to make history. He 
often makes us follow paths 
that we don't want to follow," 
the pope said, according to a 
Vatican Radio report. 

But while different people 

are chosen at different 
points in history, he said, the 
truth remains that God walks 
with people, challenges 
them, helps them face their 
problems and continues to 
save them through his son. 

The day's Gospel reading 
from St. Matthew recounts 
"another difficult moment in 
the history of salvation," that 
of joseph who discovers that 
Mary is pregnant, the pope 
said. "He suffers. He sees the 
women of the village gossip
ing in the market." 

At the same time, the pope 
said, joseph knows that Mary 
is a good woman, a godly 
woman, one incapable of in
fidelity. 

In the difficult moments, 
he said, the special people 
chosen by God know they 
must "take the problem on 
their shoulders without un
derstanding," and that is 
what joseph does. 

The Gospel recounts how 
an angel appears to joseph in 
a dream and explains what 
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has happened. "Perhaps psy
choanalysts would say this is 
a dream prompted by anxi
ety that needs released -- let 
them say what they want!" 

"What did joseph do? After 
the dream, he took 'his wife 
into his home,'" the pope 
said. joseph thought to him
self, "'I don't understand any
thing, but the Lord told me 
this and (the baby) will be 
like my son.'" 

Pope Francis told those at 
the Mass that Christians al
ways must remember that 
while God may test people, 
he also helps them overcome 
trials and saves them. 

"Always remember with 
trust -- even in the worst mo
ments, even in sickness, 
even when we realize that we 
must ask for extreme unc
tion because there's no way 
out -- to say: 'Lord, history 
did not begin with me and it 
will not end with me. You 
keep going, I'm ready.' And 
put yourself in the Lord's 
hands," the pope said. 

Follow Pope Francis on 
Twitter! 
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SCRIPTURE REFlEGIONS 

Having faith and trust in God's plan for families 
Every year, the Feast of 

the Holy Family 
falls on the Sunday 
following Christ
mas. This year, the 
readings show us 
that, just as the 
power of God Him
self was responsible 
for the birth of 
Abraham's son, 
Isaac, and Mary's 
son, jesus, so every Monsignor 
father and mother 
must have faith and Paul E. 
trust in God's plan Whitmore 
for their family. 

The first and second read
ings today focus on Abra
ham, the trail-blazer of our 
judeo-Christian roots, to 
whom God made the prom
ise of heaven-to Abraham 
"and his descendents". 

When Abraham was about 
75 years old, he com
plained to God that he had 
no offspring. Childlessness 

was considered a curse. 
God brought him 

out from his tent, 
and made him look 
up into the sky and 
try to count the 
stars! "More numer
ous than the stars 
shall be your chil
dren", he says to 
Abraham. 

It must have 
seemed an impossi
ble promise, but 

Abraham placed his 
faith and trust in 
that pledge. When 

Isaac is born, Sarah who had 
once laughed in scorn, now 
laughs in joy. 

In the Gospel reading, 
Mary and joseph, following 
the Law, bring jesus to the 
Temple where Simeon and 
Anna both prophecy to the 
future career of this child 
for which God has destined 
him. Simeon says that he 
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Mrs. Linda Bracy and Ms. Mary Beth Bracy 

Our Lord is our big brother. 
We are the little brothers, 
and we therefore have to love 
each other like the members of 
the same family. 

St. Andre Bessette 

Merry Christmas from all your 
brothers and sisters at 

St. Andre Bessette Parish, 
Malone, NY 

will bring about "the rise 
and fall of many". 

He also proclaims that a 
"sword shall pierce' Mary's 
heart--just one of the seven 
sorrows Mary would experi
ence in her lifetime. 

What would have hap
pened to all of us if Sarah 
had replied, "Sorry, it's too 
late", or if Mary had said 
"No" to the angel Gabriel7 

We may never know until 
judgment Day what great 
plans of God were frus
trated because married cou
ples have failed to trust 
enough to bring a child into 
the world? 

Only God knows the an
swer to that question. 

Today, we need to pray for 
all families who sacrifice so 
much in bringing children 
into the world, in loving and 
nurturing them in a hun
dred different ways every 
day. 

For a New or 
Used Car 
MORT 

BACKUS 
& SONS 

On Canton-Ogdensburg Rd_ 
Phone 

315-393-5899 

DEC. 28 

The Feast of the Holy Family 
READINGS 

Genesis 15:1-6;21 :1-3 
Hebrews 11:8,11-12,17-19 

Luke 2:22-40 

Especially, do we pray that 
fathers and mothers will 
give their children the expe
rience of eating together at 
a family meal, of praying to
gether in a way that imitates 
the peace and leisure that 
the Holy Family models for 
them. 

Granted, it's a very differ
ent world in which we live, 
but only a family that 
teaches their children how 
to solve the tensions of liv
ing together through patient 
love and a generous habit of 
forgiving one another, can 

OUR READERS WRITE 
Thank you to Father Scott 

ever expect that their chil
dren will form their own 
healthy, faith-filled, happy 
families later in life. Every 
family needs to pray each 
night, "Lord, help us to do 
what you want of us!" 

For those mothers and fa
thers whose marriage is 
threatened or even broken, 
may they know that God's 
power can still help them to 
mend the fragments with 
forgiveness and new hope. 
God will show the way for 
separated spouses to pro
tect their children from de
structive anger and hurt. 

Most Catholics remember 
Father Peyton's famous ad
vice, ''The family that prays 
together, stays together." 

On this Feast, may we all 
thank God for the faith and 
sacrifice that our own par
ents made, and ask God's 
continued support for all 
families. 

When it's time for us to leave this world the only thing we can take with us is our 
faith. All the money saved and things bought are useless when it comes to leaving 
the physical world. 

Recently our mother Shirley was dying of kidney failure and staying in the hospital 
would not extend her life nor would it be comfortable for her. So with the help of 
Hospice and family and friends we were able to care for her at home until her death. 

She was lucky to be able to come home to herfavorite chair, eat a Sunday dinner 
with all her children, grandchildren and great grandchildren in the home all at one 
time and to end her earthly journey in her own bedroom. Everyone should be so 
lucky. 

It meant a great deal to Shirley to have Father Scott Seymour stop by almost every 
day to say hello and to say prayers. It was also a great support to us as caretakers to 
have Fathers frequent visits. 

The day before Shirley died she was not able to get out of bed, she was not re
sponding, not talking nor taking anything ora lly. We knew thatthe time was coming 
when she would be leaving us. Father Scott stopped by Saturday evening and when 
Shirley heard his voice she called out his name clearly, the only thing she had said all 
day. It was very clear that she knew he was there and that she appreciated it as we 
did also. With prayers said at her bedside, she was then ready to go. She passed the 
next morning. 

Thank you Father Scott for all you do for your parishioners. No matter what day of 
the week or time of day you are there giving comfort and support to those who need 
it. 

RESPECTFULLY YOURS, 
BRUCE AND ROBIN LABARGE 
SUZANNE AND KEN GADWAY 

ST.ALEXANDER'S PARISH 
MORRISONVILLE 
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ATTHE MOVIES 

THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE 

OF THE FIVE ARMIES 
By John Mulderig 
Catholic News Service 

With 'The Hobbit: The Bat
tle of the Five Armies" 
(Warner Bros.), director 
Peter jackson's trilogy of 
films based on Catholic 
writer J.R.R. Tolkien's 1937 
fantasy novel 'The Hobbit, 
or There and Back Again" 
reaches a rousing finale. 

Mixed opinions have been 
generated by jackson's 
transformation of a single, 
relatively slim volume into a 
trio of longish movies. But 
few will deny that this con
cluding screen chapter pro
gresses at a steady clip and 
successfully engages view
ers' interest-- even if new
comers to the story are not 
offered much in the way of 
explanation or exposition. 

On a deeper level, the cli
mactic struggle of jackson's 
wrap-up chronicles between 
the forces of good and evil, 
both within and surround
ing its characters, offers 
valuable lessons for those 
moviegoers mature enough 
to endure the narrative's 
many armed confrontations . 

An early example of these 
frequent clashes pits heroic 
human warrior Bard (Luke 
Evans) against the fearsome 

dragon Smaug (voice of 
Benedict Cumberbatch), the 
bane of many in Tolkien's 
imaginary world of Middle
earth. 

As those well-versed in 
their Hobbit lore will know, 
it was Smaug who long ago 
exiled the hearty but stub
born Dwarves from their an
cestral mountain bastion of 
Erebor. 

After Bard takes advan
tage of a hidden vulnerabil
ity to slay Smaug, 
accordingly, the Dwarves' 
quest to reclaim their fabled 
citadel -- a mission on which 
they've been skillfully aided 
by the formerly fainthearted 
Hobbit Bilbo Baggins (Martin 
Freeman) -- reaches a suc
cessful culmination. 

But no sooner have the 
Dwarves recovered their 
stronghold than the untold 
wealth stored up there be
gins to obsess their king, 
Thorin Oakenshield 
(Richard Armitage). It's a 
particularly inopportune 
moment for Thorin to be 
plagued by the hopeless 
greed and paranoia that are 
symptomatic of "dragon 
sickness," since a vast army 
of evil Orcs, led by their odi
ous chief, Azog (Manu Ben
nett), is on the march 
against Erebor. 

We Wish You All 
A glad and peaceful 

Christmastide 
With all its memories sweet; 

May hope and love and 
joy be yours 

With kindly friends to greet; 
The echo of the angel's song, 

The star's clear guiding light, 
The Christ child in y our heart and home, 

To make this 
Christmas bright. 

St. M arx 's Ch"reh 
Wadding/.on 

With their natural oppo
nents on the verge of war 
with each other over 
Thorin's refusal to recog
nize anyone else's claim -
however just -- to a portion 
of Erebor's treasures, the 
Orcs' malignant plan to 
reestablish the dominance 
they once exercised over the 
whole of Middle-earth looks 
likely to succeed. All the 
more so once the dire warn
ings of Bilbo's wizard men
tor, Gandalf (Ian McKellen), 
appear to fall on grievance
deafened ears. 

The script for this com
bat-heavy parable - on 
which jackson collaborated 
with Fran Walsh, Philippa 
Boyens and Guillermo del 
Toro -- poises the warping 
effects of avarice against the 
redeeming consequences of 
heroic selflessness. Teens 
and grown-ups alike will 

CNS PHOTO/MARK POKORNY, WARNER BROS. PICTURES 
Martin Freeman and Ken Stott star in a scene from the movie "The Hobbit: The Battle 
Of The Five Armies." 

profit from seeing these 
contrary traits weighed in 
the balance, even as they 
enjoy the picturesque ad
venture that provides the 
backdrop for such affirma
tive moral reckoning. 

The film contains perva
sive, sometimes harsh bat-

tIe violence with minimal 
gore and a couple of crass 
expressions. The Catholic 
News Service classification 
is A-II -- adults and adoles
cents. The Motion Picture 
Association of America rat
ing is PG-13 -- parents 
strongly cautioned. 
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ADIRONDACK 

FESTIVAL OF LESSONS, CAROLS 
lake Pladd -The Northern Adirondack 
Vocal Ensemble (NAVE) will perform a 
Festival of Lessons and Carols. 
Date: Dec. 28 
Time:4p.m 
Place:St.Agnes Church 
Features: Anthems, carols, and hymns il

luminate the Christmas story along with 
community readers and congregational 
singing in the tradition of King's College, 
Cambridge. NAVE, under the musical di
rection of Andrew M. Benware, is a 
mixed chamber choir of professional and 
amateur singers that perform choral 
music from a variety of periods and 
styles in four to eight parts. 
Cost $10 suggested donation 
Contact: drew.benware@gmail.com 

CLINTON 

MARCH FOR LIFE 
Plattsburgh - The annual March for life 
to be held. 
Date: Jan. 18 
Time: 1 p.m. to 3:30 
Place: The march begins at St.John the 

23rd Newman Center and concludes at 
St.John the Baptist Church. 
Speaker: Rev.Jason J. McGuire, Director 

of New Yorkers for Constitutional Free
doms and President of the New Yorker's 
Family Research Foundation. All are wel
come to take part in the march and / or 
attend Rev. McGuire's presentation 
scheduled for 2pm. 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Treadwell Mills - St. Alexander & St. 
Joseph's Church will hold an all you can 
eat pancake breakfast. 
Date: JanA 
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 a.m. 
Place:StJoseph's Parish Hall 

LESSONS AND CAROLS BY NAVE 
Plattsburgh -The Northern Adirondack 
Vocal Ensemble (NAVE) will perform a 
Festival of Lessons and Carols. 
Date: Dec.27 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Peter's Church 
Features: Anthems, carols, and hymns il

luminate the Christmas story along with 
community readers and congregational 
singing. NAVE, under the musical direc
tion of Andrew M. Benware, is a mixed 
chamber choir of professional and ama
teur singers that perform choral music 
from a variety of periods and styles in 
four to eight parts. 
Cost $1 0 suggested donation 
Contact:drew.benware@gmail.com 

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholi~ PO Box 326, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669;fax, 1-866-314-7296; 

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. 

Items must be received in the NCC office by the Thursday before publication. 

QUIlTING CLASSES 
Ellenburg Center - Upcoming Quilt 
Classes at The Lost Sheep Quilt Shop. 
Place: Our Lady of the Adirondacks 
Schedule: 
- Beginners Quilting Class - Jan.l0, 

9:30 a.m.to 3p.m. We'll be making a lap 
size quilt and you'll learn all the basics of 
beginning level quilting. Cost $20. 

-Star Quilt or Winter Star - Jan. 24, 
9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Your choice of two 
qUilt designs. Can be made table topper 
up to crib size. Cost $20. 
- Home on the Range Quilt Class - Feb. 

21 ,9 a.m. to 3 p.m. This fun and easy 
qUilt uses fat quarter blocks along with 
easy machine applique. Cost $25. 

CHAMPLAIN BUS FOR LIFE 
Plattsburgh -Time to sign up for the 
2015 Lake Champlain Bus for Life. 
5chedule:Meet at St. Peter's Church in 

onJan.21 at7:15 p.m.fortheJan.22 
March For Life. Arrive in Washington, 
D.C early Jan. 22; Free Time in the morn
ing . Rally and March at noon on Na
tional Mall; Meet at St. Peter's Church in 
D.Cat 4:45pm for the trip home. 
Cost: $25 
Contact: Karen Smith at 518-566-6229 

or Betty Buffett at (518) 536-6640.To 
sign up for the bus or make a donation, 
mail your check to St. Peter's Church 114 
Cornelia Street Plattsburgh, NY 12901 . 
Note on the memo line:"Bus for Life." 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Plattsburgh - Eucharistic Adoration is 
held throughout the year every Wednes 
day, Thursday, and Friday. 

Place: St.John's "Holy Family" Adora 
ion Chapel, downstairs 

Time: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m 
Contact: call 518-561-5083 oremail 

Sjohnsadoration@aol.com 

FRANKLIN 

DEVOTION AND HOLY HOUR 
St Regis Falls - First Saturday Devotion 
and Holy Hour to be held. 
Date: First Saturday of each month. 
Time: immediately following the 4:30 

anticipated Mass. 
Place: St.Ann's Church 
Contact: 518-856-9656 

LATIN MASS 
Constable - A Tridentine (Latin) Mass is 
celebrated each Friday at 5:30 p.m. with 
Fr. Howa rd Venette as the celebrant. 
Mass will also be celebrated every first 
Saturday at 9 a.m. 
Place:St. Francis of Assisi Church. 

JEFFERSON 

HOLY HOURS 
AdamsIHenderson - Holy Hours to be 
held. 
Schedule: First Wed. at St. Cecilia 6:30 

p.m.: Jan. 7; FebA; March 4; Third Mon
day at St. Cecilia 5 p.m. (followed by pot 
luck) Jan. 19; Feb. 16; March16;Thurs
day at Queen of Heaven 5:30 p.m.: ; Dec. 
18;Jan.22 
Features: adoration following the 

10:30 a.m. Mass on Wed. 

HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
Watertown - Holy Hour for vocations to 
be held. 

Date: Mon.-Fri. 
Time: 9:30 -10:30 a.m. 
Place: Holy Family Church 
Features: Eucharistic Adoration & per

sonal prayer 
Contact: 315-782-2468 

LlFERIGHT MEETING 
Watertown - Liferight of Watertown, a 
pro-life educational organization, meets 
the first Wednesday of the Month. 
Time: 1 p.m. 
Place: 312 Sherman St. 
Contact: Phone 315-788-8480 

LEWIS 

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTIONS 
Houseville - Divine Mercy Devotions for 
the month of January will be held. 
Date:Jan.4 
Time:3 p.m. 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Features: The program inciudes:Vespers 

(Evening Prayer), Exposition of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament, The Divine Mercy 
Chaplet and Benediction. 
Contact: 348-6260. 

INTERNATIONAL CR~CHES 
Houseville - An international exhibit of 
Christmas Creches-Nativities Will be on 
display, free and open to the public 
Place: St. Hedwig 's Church. 
Schedule: The display may be seen on 

the following Sundays: Dec. 14, 21,28 
and JanA (2015). The display may be 
viewed after the 11 a.m. Mass or from 1 
p.m. to 3 on the above dates, or by ap
pointment. 
Contact: 348-6260. 

POLISH CHRISTMAS WAFER 
Houseville -The Polish Christmas Wafer, 
Oplatek, is available from St. Hedwig's 
Church. 
Cost: $3 per package plus postage. 
Features: Oplatek, is part of a Polish, 

Lithuanian and Slovak custom that is ob
served during the Vigil of Christmas 
(Wig ilia). After the first star is visible, 
family and friends gather around the 
dinner table to share the oplatek, which 
symbolizes the presence of Christ, the 
Newborn Child. The oplatek is sent and 
shared with family and friends all over 
the world as a symbol of love, unity and 
forgiveness while wishing God's Blessing 
on each other this Holy Night. 
Contact: 348-6260. 

ST.LAWRENCE 

HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
Ogdensburg - St. Mary's is holding a 
monthly Holy HourforVocations. 

DEC. 24, 2014 

Date: Thursday before the First Friday 
Time: 7 p.m. concluding with Benedic

tion at 8 p.m. 
Place: Deacon Winter Chapel 

NOVENA FOR MIlITARY 
Ogdensburg - Notre Dame Church is 
holding a Weekly novena for the safety 
of U.S. military personnel at a new time. 
Date: Tuesday afternoons 
Time:l :30 p.m. 

LATIN MASS 
Potsdam - A Tridentine (Latin) Mass is 
celebrated each Sunday 
Time: 12:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church 
Celebrant: Msgr. Robert H. Aucoin 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Massena - St. Mary's & StJoseph's hold 
Benediction and Adoration every Friday 
Time:9a.m.tol0 
Place:St. Mary's Family Room 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
Massena - Sacred Heart/St. Lawrence 
holds a Bereavement Support Group last 
Tuesday of each month. 
Time: 2 p.m. 
Place: Sacred Heart Convent 
Contact: 315-769-3137 

COMMUNITY FREE LUNCH 
Ogdensburg -The K of Council 258 is 
starting up its Community Free Lunch 
Date: Wednesdays 
Time: Noon 
Place: K of C Club 
Contact: Club Rooms 393-7990 after 4 

p.m. any day or on Wednesday's after 
10:30a.m. 

NEIGHBORING DIOCESES 

SILENT RETREAT 
Syracuse - A silent directed retreat to be 
held. 
Date: Jan.2 at 6p.m. to Jan.4, 12 p.m. 
Place: Spiritual Renewal Center 
Cost: $250 
Contact: spi ritua Irenewa Icenter.com; 

Phone: 315-472-6546; Email: mail@spir
itualrenewalcenter.com 

24 HOUR RETREAT 
Syracuse - A 24 hour retreat to be held. 
Schedule: From March 13 at 7 p.m. to 

March 14 at 7 p.m. 
Place: Spiritual Renewal Center 
Cost: $140 
Contact: spiritualrenewalcenter.com, 

phone: 315-472-6546 Email: mail@spir
itualrenewalcenter.com 
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The Pontifical Mission Societies of the 
, ......... ..... .,""--', Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc. 
~~ti~ The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 

5r.Mary Ellen Brett,55J, Director 
622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
(31 5) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296 
mbrett@rcdony.org 

Christmas 
Reflections 

From the Director's Desk 
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, 
Diocesan Mission Director 

My Christmas reflections draw me to the Responsorial 
Psalm for Mass at Dawn: A light will shine on us this day: the 
Lord is born for us . (Psalm: 97: 1, 6, 11-12) 

A total house fire for a family is a tragedy for an entire com
munity. Recently I experienced this, when parishioners lost 
everything as a raging fire took their house and family treas
ures. While the state of shock hovered, family and friends 
thanked God that no lives were loss which in retrospect could 
instantly have happened. 

The community reached out in loving compassion to find 
a temporary home, groceries, toiletries, sizes for clothes and 
the other amenities that we take so much for granted. Reach
ing out as did people to the family who suffered a need, is 
that not what the people of the North Country do in prayer 
and financial sacrifices to people in developing countries? 

At St. Martin de Porras Parish, Mollendo, Peru the small van 
which for over twenty years has transported children and 
adults from the mountains to Mass and church activities is 
no longer in service. 

Your generosity had made this priority possible to let 
Christ's light shine upon them as they were transported to 
church to hear the word of God. I now dream of the parish 
someday having a vehicle like those traveling our roads. St. 
Martin de Porras parish need is only one of the many which 
you have supported so missionaries can spread the good 
news of Christ's love. 

God's light truly shines on us all when we assist others in 
local tragedies. Likewise God's light shines with many bless
ings upon us when we share in mission appeals with the gen
erosity with which we have been blessed. My prayer for you 
is that the Lord's light shine upon you abundantly for your 
generosity to the Pontifical Mission Societies, Missionary Proj
ects for the Diocese of Ogdensburg and Missionary Coopera
tive Appeals as you have supported more than 1500 mission 
dioceses in Asia, Africa, Europe, the Pacific Islands and Latin 
America. 

A Blessed Christmas to you and your loved 
ones from Molly Ryan and me! 

Please remember''The Sodety for the Propagation of the Faith" 
when writing or changing your Will. 

II NOR THe 0 U N TRY CAT H 0 Li e II NEWS 
OBITUARIES 
Bombay - Nellie L. (Reddle) Foley, 81; Fu
neralServices Dec. 19, 2014 at 51. 
Joseph's Church; burial in 51. Lawrence 
Cemetery, North Lawrence. 

Brasher Falls - John P. Sienkiewycz, 91; 
Funeral Services Dec. 18, 2014 at 51. 
Patrick's Church; burial in Calvary Ceme
tery, Massena. 

Canton - Michael M. Mace, 67; Funeral 
Services Dec. 12, 2014 atthe O'Leary Fu
neral Home; burial in Brick Chapel Ceme
tery. 

Carthage -Warren G. Gamble, 95; Funeral 
Services Dec. 14, 2014 atthe Bezailla
McGraw Funeral Home; burial in Swin
burne Cemetery, Deer River. 

Carthage - Francis W. Nortz, 94; Funeral 
Services Dec. 19, 2014 at St.James 
Church; burial in 51. Stephens Cemetery, 
Croghan. 

Champlain - Donald R. "Smitty" Smith, 
81; Funeral Services Dec.15, 2014 at 51. 
Mary's Church. 

Croghan - Jill E. (Lehman) Boliver, 59; Fu
neralServices Dec. 17,2014 at 51. 
Stephen's Church; burial in 51. Stephen's 
Cemetery. 

Cumbe~and Head - Robert "Bob" W. 
Frechette, 78; Funeral Services Dec. 20, 
2014 at 51. Mary's of the Lake; burial in 
parish cemetery. 

Ellenburg - Kenneth F. LaValley, 85; Fu
neralServices Dec. 19, 2014 at St.Ed
mund's Church. 

Keeseville -Judith C. "Judy" (Bentley) 
Rule, 79; Funeral Services Dec. 16, 2014 at 
Immaculate Conception Church; burial in 
parish cemetery. 

lyon Mountain - Joyce Ann (King) LaVi
gne, 84; Funeral Services Dec. 16, 2014 at 
51. Bernard's Church. 

Madrid - Ronald W. Tiernan, 72; Funeral 
Services Dec. 20, 2014 at St.John the 

Baptist Church; burial in parish cemetery. 

Malone - Arlea R. "Susie" (Griffin) 
Lawrence, 85; Funeral Dec. 19,2014 at 
the Bruso-Desnoyers Funeral Home; bur
ial in 51. George's Cemetery, Burke. 

Malone - Leon "Jack" J. Trombley, 89; Fu
neralServices Dec. 18,2014 at 51. 
Joseph's Church; burial in 51. Joseph's 
Cemetery. 

Massena - Robert J. "Bobbie" Compo, 64; 
Funeral Services Dec. 20, 2014 at 51. 
Mary's Church; burial in Calvary Ceme
tery. 

Massena - Harry A. Hammill, 47; Funeral 
Services Dec. 15,2014 at Church of the 
Sacred Heart; burial in Calvary Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Linda M. (Ramsey) Dufore, 
66; Funeral Services Dec. 16,2014 at 
Notre Dame Church; burial in Notre Dame 
Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Arthur H. Parker 111,53; Fu
neralServices Dec. 15, 2014 at 51. 
Joseph's Nursing Home Chapel. 

Ogdensburg - Geneva L. (Culy) Smith, 83; 
Funeral Services Dec. 19, 2014 at Frary 
Funeral Home. 

Peru -Timothy Charles Carte, 57; Funeral 
Services Dec. 18, 2014 at the Hamilton 
Funeral Home; burial in 51. Patrick's 
Cemetery. 

Peru - Carlton G. Liberty, 77; Funeral 
Services Dec. 20, 2014 at 51. Augustine's 
Church; burial in Whispering Maples Me
morial Columbarium. 

Plattsburgh - Frances Eleanor (Mayette) 
Bousquet, 81; Funeral Services Dec. 18, 
2014 at the Brown Funeral Home; burial 
in 51. Peter's Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Wanda M. Martin, 85; Fu
neralServices Dec. 17, 2014 at 51. Peter's 
Church; burial in parish cemetery. 

Watertown -Viola M. (Collins) Bowman, 
90; Funeral Services Dec. 18, 2014 atthe 
Reed & Benoit Funeral Home; burial in 
North Watertown Cemetery. 

Watertown - Mary E. (Geno) Carlo, 89; Fu
neralServices Dec. 20, 2014 at 51. An
thony's Church; burial in Glenwood 
Mausoleum. 

Watertown - John H. Nickerson, 57; Fu
neralServices Dec. 15, 2014 at Our Lady 
of the Sacred Heart Church; burial in 
Brookside Cemetery. 
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As he opens series of weekly talks on the family 

Pope Francis extols Mary, St. Joseph 
By Francis X. Rocca 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- At his last 
weekly public audience of 
2014, Pope Francis started a 
series of talks on the family 
with a reflection on the Holy 
Family of jesus, Mary and St. 
joseph as a model for all 
Christian families. 

The pope spoke Dec. 17 
after getting cheers, balloons 
and even a birthday cake as 
he arrived for the audience 
that coincided with his 78th 
birthday. He said his remarks 
were first of a series in 

preparation for the October 
2015 Synod of Bishops on 
the family, which he de
scribed as the conclusion of 
a process begun at the Octo
ber extraordinary synod on 
the same subject. 

"I have decided to reflect 
with you, in this year, on the 
very subject of the family, on 
this great gift that the Lord 
has given the world from the 
start, when he gave Adam 
and Eve the mission of mul
tiplying and filling the earth," 
the pope said. 

The series of talks, which 
the pope announced at the 
previous week's audience, 

Dec. 10, could amount to the 
most extensive papal teach
ing on the subject since St. 
john Paul II gave more than 
120 audience talks on 
human sexuality, later com
piled as his "theology of the 
body." 

If the first installment of 
Pope Francis' talks is indica
tive, they will be in his usual 
conversational and folksy 
style, in contrast to the philo
sophical meditations of St. 
john Paul. 

In the talk, delivered a 
week before Christmas Eve, 
Pope Francis reflected that 
God chose to become man 
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not "spectacularly, or as a 
warrior, an emperor" but as 
the son of a "pious and hard
working Israelite family" in a 
"forlorn village on the pe
riphery of the Roman em
pire." 

The pope spoke Oec.17 
after getting cheers, balloons 

and even a birthday cake 
as he arrived for the audience 

that coincided with his 
78th birthday 

Noting that the Gospels 
offer no details on jesus' 
youth and upbringing, the 
pope imagined the Holy 
Family's daily life: 'The 
mother cooked, kept house, 
ironed the shirts, did all the 
work of a mom. The dad, a 
carpenter, worked, taught his 
son to work." 

"It is not difficult to imag
ine how much moms could 
learn from Mary's care for 
that son, and how much 
dads could benefit from the 
example of joseph, a just 
man, who devoted his life to 
supporting and defending 
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his child and wife, his family, 
in difficult periods . Not to 
speak of how much the ado
lescent jesus might encour
age kids to understand the 
necessity and beauty of cul
tivating their deepest voca
tion, and of dreaming big 
dreams," Pope Francis said. 

"The family of Nazareth 
calls on us to rediscover the 
vocation of the family, of 
every family," the pope said: 
"to make love normal instead 
of hate, to make mutual as
sistance a common thing, 
rather than indifference or 
enmity." 

'This is the great mission 
of the family : to make a place 
for jesus when he comes, to 
welcome jesus in the family, 
in the form of children, hus
band, wife, grandparents," he 
said. "jesus is there. Welcome 
him there, that he might 
grow spiritually in that fam
ily." 

Thousands of tango 
dancers, mostly from Italy, 
flocked to St. Peter's Square 
to wave their white scarves 
that said "A Tango for Pope 
Francis" and cheer along with 
tens of thousands of other 
people at the audience . 

Balloons and a sign wish Pope Francis happy birthday as he arrives to lead his general 
audience in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican Dec. 17, the pope's 78th birthday. 


